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Gustavo Dudamel is one of the defining cultural figures of our time. He has 
dedicated his life to the unifying power of music and the belief that art is not 
simply entertainment but a force for compassion, dignity, and transformation. 
Combining artistic brilliance with an unwavering optimism, Dudamel has 
redefined the role of the conductor in public life while expanding the reach of 
classical music from the barrios of Venezuela to the cultural capitals of the world, 
building bridges across continents, communities, genres, and generations. 

In September 2026, Dudamel becomes Oscar L. Tang and H.M. Agnes Hsu Tang 
Music & Artistic Director of the New York Philharmonic, becoming the 27th 
conductor to lead the orchestra and continuing a lineage that includes Gustav 
Mahler, Arturo Toscanini, and Leonard Bernstein. He also serves as Music & 
Artistic Director of the Simón Bolívar Symphony Orchestra of Venezuela and 
holds the titles of Artistic and Cultural Laureate and Founding Director and 
Conductor Laureate of YOLA (Youth Orchestra Los Angeles) of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, following seventeen transformative years as the LA Phil's Music & 
Artistic Director during which he helped redefine what a modern orchestra could 
be.

At the heart of Dudamel's artistic philosophy lies his experience as a child in 
Venezuela's El Sistema, the revolutionary music education movement founded by 
José Antonio Abreu. Through the Dudamel Foundation, which he co-chairs with 
actress and director María Valverde, and initiatives such as YOLA, he remains one 
of the world's most visible advocates for arts education and social transformation 
through music. 

Dudamel's influence extends far beyond the classical music world. He has 
appeared at global events including the Academy Awards, the Super Bowl, the 
FIFA World Cup Final, and the reopening of Notre-Dame Cathedral, and has 
collaborated with artists ranging from Coldplay and Billie Eilish to Cynthia Erivo 
and Nas. His work in film, television, and digital media includes Steven 
Spielberg's West Side Story, Star Wars: The Force Awakens, The Simpsons, Sesame 
Street, and more. A nine-time Grammy Award winner, Dudamel has been named 
one of Time magazine's 100 Most Influential People and is the recipient of the 
Glenn Gould Prize, Spain's Gold Medal for Merit in Fine Arts, and numerous other 
international honors.


